
A Tradition of Ambience-making Coloured Glass
Louis Poulsen and Poul Henningsen initially introduced coloured, mouth-blown glass lamps in the late 
1920s to attract new customers. Then as now, the naturally varying colourations won people over with 
their warmth and distinctiveness, highlighting the beauty of hand-craftsmanship. Being mouth blown,  
the Italian glass used to make each lampshade adds a natural individuality to them, making each shade  
a piece of art. 

Glass shades also come with the added benefit of allowing light to pass through them, providing not  
only downward and outward but also upward soft illumination that contributes to the overall room lighting. 
The gentle golden glow is reminiscent of life by candlelight – an experience Henningsen was keen to  
recreate and augment as he worked to shape electric light to human needs.

Even when unlit, the sculptural PH 2/1 Table lamp continues to play a dynamic role in its environment, 
reflecting the surroundings off its surfaces. Its compact size makes the design ideal as an atmospheric 
side table or window lamp, a bedside reading lamp, or a desktop task lamp.
 

A Union of Poul Henningsen Signature Elements
To honour Poul Henningsen’s legacy of ingenious work with
shaping light, Louis Poulsen presents a very special limited edition
of his treasured PH 2/1 Table lamp. The exclusive version features
Italian mouth-blown, amber-coloured glass shades that accentuate
the shades’ organic form paired with a brass frame.

The frame of the limited edition PH 2/1 Table lamp is based on that
of a PH table lamp from around 1927. It features brass with a lightly
brushed surface, the fine brush lines following the lamp’s contours
and shape. As with the original lamp, the brass will patinate over time 
and enhance the beautiful authentic look and feel of the limited 2020 
edition of the PH 2/1 Table lamp. 

The amber tone and glossy surface on the outside of the shades in 
combination with the sandblasted matt underside, gives a soft and 
diffuse light distribution, while radiating a pleasantly delicate glow.

The light switch can be traced back to Henningsen’s 1927 table lamps.
Also crafted from brushed brass, the through-switch is located on
the stem near the base. Henningsen’s initials are beautifully and 
discreetly engraved beneath the lower glass shade.

In other words, the limited edition PH 2/1 Table lamp unites some
of Henningsen’s most thoughtful and aesthetically remarkable design
elements. A timeless work conceived to bring warm sophistication
to everyday living.

The lamp will only be available from 1 October up to and including
31 December 2020.



Design to Shape Light
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Poul Henningsen - The Master of Light
The profoundly influential and daring designer, architect, author,  
and cultural critic Poul Henningsen left his mark on many areas  
of Danish thought and design, and built a legacy that remains  
integral to Louis Poulsen’s work to shape light. 

Henningsen first saw electric light in 1907 and dedicated most  
of his life to taming and refining the phenomenon. His lifelong  
collaboration with Louis Poulsen began in 1925. Seeking to  
reduce glare and enhance illumination, Henningsen developed  
his revolutionary three-shade system in 1926, achieving softly  
diffused lighting that was pleasing to the eye and created more  
comfortable and inviting spaces for work and life. The designer’s 
partnership with Louis Poulsen went on to give the world such  
classics as the PH 5, the PH Artichoke, and the PH Snowball.

Henningsen’s pioneering work with the relationship between  
light structures, shadows, glare, and colour reproduction – and  
his fascination with the human need for both darkness and light  
– remain the foundation of Louis Poulsen’s lighting philosophy.

As Louis Poulsen continues its journey of shaping light – and  
people’s experiences of the spaces it illuminates – the company  
pays homage to the Poul Henningsen tradition of designing  
intelligently and with timeless style: a philosophy the  
PH 2/1 Table lamp brilliantly brings to life. 
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